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MEMORY

BY REED KROLOFF

The brief for Bartholomew County, Indiana’s
Veterans' Memorial specified the inclusion of
letters home from some of the 171 local soldiers
who died fighting the wars of the 20th century.
The writing isn't dramatic; these are the thoughts
of ordinary people sent to do extraordinary
things. But incorporating the letters into the
memorial liberated Boston-based Thompson
and Rose Architects from the Modernist's
memorial conundrum: imparting associative
meaning to abstract form without the use of
traditional iconography or symbols.The
memorial’s narrative makes the design more
accessible without being maudlin, and provides
county seat Columbus with a handsome addition
to its renowned architectural inventory.

Proposed initially by a group of Vietnam vets,
the memorial was expanded to commemorate
veterans of all 20th-century wars in an effort to
broaden its public appeal. Thompson and Rose
secured the commission in a 1995 competition,
besting sculptors Vito Acconci and Judith Shea.
Located next to the exuberant Second Empire
Bartholomew County courthouse, and diagonally
across from Skidmore, Owings & Merrill's banal
town hall, the memorial occupies an important
place in the composition of civic Columbus.
Itanchors a grassy site, designed by landscape
architect Michael Van Valkenburgh, that was
created by the earlier demolition of the county
jail. In this position, the new war memorial will
be visible from a bridge being built to serve as
the new main entrance to town.

The memorial comprises a grid of 25 Indiana-
limestone-clad concrete columns resting on
a black granite base. Each measures about 40
feet high and 30 inches square. The columns are
heavily rusticated on the perimeter but smooth
along their inside surfaces. Veterans’ names
are carved onto the inside faces of the outermost
columns, and their letters are inscribed on
the nine innermost columns, which taper slightly
toward the sky. The close spacing of the columns
creates a visual shift from solid to transparent
as one moves around the exterior. From the
inside, the memorial forms an intimate, roofless
hypostyle hall that immerses the visitor in a field
of stone and sentiment.

Memorial anchors
southeast quadrant
of courthouse square
(site plan). Outer
limestone columns
are rusticated to
recall 19th-century
courthouse (below).
Veterans’ letters are
inscribed into interior
limestone surfaces
(facing page).




