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Arnold Arboretum Leventritt Garden
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Arnold Arboretum Leventritt Garden
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On 43 acres of lowland woods, wetlands, and meadow along the Westport River
in southeastern Massachusetts, we have worked for over ten years to develop this
contemporary home, rural retreat, and small farm operation. In this site we were
drawn to the subtle yet powerful patterns of a riparian landscape coupled with the
remnants of both agrarian practices from the nineteenth century and destructive
mining operations of the twentieth century that had rendered this an uncharacter-
istically flat expanse of land. The work we have done—primarily extensive removal
of invasive vegetation—has made these spatial patterns visible and accessible

for daily experience, and they now form the principal structure of this landscape.
The uncovered fieldstone walls and hedgerows and stands of trees along the river
give clarity to the edges of the meadow and accentuate the horizontal expanse of
the low-lying land. Native vegetation has regenerated as a result of reduced com-
petition. We chose to set the wood and glass structure at the edge of a gentle rise
in the meadow’s rolling topography to engage the most expansive views of river
and sky. Into this indigenous pattern we have inserted path circuits that extend
from the house to reach points of historical, botanical, and topographical interest.

River House Westport, Massachusetts

The house sits at the edge of
a 19-acre meadow.

(facing page, above) The only
cultivated area extends along
the east and south edges of

the house designed by Maryann
Thompson Architects.

(below) Interior forms, materials,
and furnishings are conceived

in sympathy with the tones and
scale of the meadow.

River House
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house is located 200 f
the river’s edge, in accordance with
e Massachusetts Rivers Act.
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River House River House




The wet meadow’s diverse
perennial vegetation is managed

A perimeter path extends along

the length of river frontage.
through mowing.
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