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Arty in

the Back

ARCHITECT MARYANH
Thompsoen loved the 16608
Cambridge/Somerville six-
bedroom home—big enough
for her five children, It was
packed with potentizl. And
bocause the house backed
up to a parking bot, it had
been on the market for
some time when she and
her hushand, Mort, bought
it in 2002, But Thompson
knew how to play its unusu-
al siting to her advantage: If
she overhauled the space in
the back of the house, she'd
get all the light and open-
ness she craved, plus views
of her pocked-gize yard.
First, she took down
many of the walls on the first
foor, removing the kitchen,
bathroom, den, dining room,
and back staircase—all of
which blocked the south-
ern light—to ereate a singhe
space. Thompson then built
an open kitchen info the
western corner of the new
volume that fows into a
bright, two-story lving room,
activated by a modem wood
stafreaie with open Fisers.
Mew dormers on Uhe
third Neer brighten up an
additional common space
that includes a Ritchenette.
Thoempsen's additon
makes no apologies for its
mscdern attitude, which feels
Jjust right in this eclectic
neighborhood, With natural
light streaming in through-
ouk the year {and powering
photovoltakes on the roofl),
the house now matches its
oweer's sunny disposition.
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