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“This school is reminiscent of the
Crow Island School. The design
approach plays with volumes
that create dynamic learning
1 4 environments filled with light.”
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Save the tates
AS&U announces entry dates for the

2010 Educational Interiors Showcase and
Architectural Portfolio. Mark your calendars,
and make plans to include your best projects
next year. EIS 2009 entry forms are due March
5; portfolios are due April 2. AP 2009 entry
forms are due June 7; portfolios are due July 9.

Visit SchoolDesigns.com.
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Marner Architecture
The Chapin School, Addition and Alterations
New York, New York

“Fantastic juxtaposition of exterior
materials while respecting existing
building rhythms. The spaces
are configured well to maximize
daylighting.”

—2009 jury

Maryann Thompson Architects
The Atrium School
Watertown, Massachusetts

“Beautiful and elegant
transformation of an existing
warehouse repurposed as a
dynamic K-6 school.”

—2009 jury

Treanor Architects

University of Kansas, Krehbiel Scholarship Hail

Lawrence, Kansas

“A unique and warm, home-like
atmosphere that blends well into
the surrounding neighborhood.
The recreation patio and outside
dining area are a nice connection
to the outdoors.”

—2009 jury
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The Children’s School

Stamford, Connecticut

Maryann Thompson
Architects with Ingrid Strong

Design team:

Maryann Thompson, Principal; Martha Foss,
Project Manager; Ingrid Strong, James Steel,
Tamar Warburg, David Martin, Ania Matteson,
Maureen Murphy, Lulu McPhee, Leslie Ferraro
Client:

The Children’s School; Maureen Murphy,
Director

Capacity:

120

Area:

14,000 sq. ft.

Completion:

September 2007

Photographers:

Chuck Choi; Maryann Thompson

™ he design of this 14,000-square-foot school
was conceived as a “one-room schoolhouse.”
The roof planes tilt subtly against one an-
other to admit light into the classroom spaces,
which are defined without the use of walls. The
scheme creates a fragmented reading of the
building, appropriating the scale of the building
to that of a child.
Designed to achieve LEED certification, this
project treads lightly on Earth while heightening
the student’s sense of relationship to the site.
The passive solar design with cross ventilation
lowers the overall heating and cooling demands.
The building opens to the south for maximum solar
gain, and window louvers modulate the summer
sun on the south and west elevations.
Natural and regional materials were selected
from a durability and sustainability standpoint. In-
terior finishes free of volatile organic compounds
(VOCs) create a learning environment with the
best possible air quality. Covered outdoor spaces
form an extension of the interior learning spaces.
The entry area hosts quiet activities that calm the
children upon arrival, acting as a space of media-
tion between the wings of the building. &
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PRE-K/EARLY-CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

The Atrium School

Watertown, Massachusett.

s

\‘W Maryann Thompson
g ' Architects
Design team:

Maryann Thompson, Principal;

William Pevear, Project Manager;

Martha Foss, James Steel, Tamar Warburg,
David Martin, Ania Matteson

Client:

The Atrium School; Linda Echt and

Susan Diller, Co-Directors
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“This school is
reminiscent of the
Crow Island School. The
building is multifaceted
and adaptable to
different age groups.
The design approach
plays with volumes
that create dynamic
learning environments
filled with light.”

—2009 jury

“Beautiful and elegant
transformation of an
existing warehouse
repurposed as a
dynamic K-6 school.”

—2009 jury
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Area: Total cost:

25,000 sq. ft. $2.7 million
,,,,, Cost/square foot: Completion:

$108 October 2006

Photographer:

Anton Grassl/Esto

he Atrium School, a progressive K-6 program,
Tlooked to the architect to design a facil-

ity that called for the adaptive reuse of an
open warehouse structure on a limited site in a
densely populated residential area. The project
was designed and built successfully in less than
10 months despite restrictive permitting and
construction constraints.

The oblong site presented challenges,
including how best to arrange parking areas,
accommodate green space and orchestrate
pedestrian and vehicular traffic through the site.
The school’s entrance and vehicular access were
repositioned to the back of the campus away
from the building’s prior entrance, which faced
a main thoroughfare. Cars were routed through
the site to minimize the school’s intrusion upon
the community and reduce delays during peak
hours.

Extensive glazing and skylights brighten the
previously dark and enclosed warehouse spaces
and facilitate cross ventilation. Large glazed
garage doors open the assembly areas to the
playground and bring in ample southern light.
The double-loaded corridor was enlivened with
special window nooks, which provide moments
of rest and discovery, and an unfolding spatial
experience. £
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