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POLLY HILL ARBORETUM
VISITORS' CENTER

The information center and the hathroom
building linked by a trellis topped with
native locust boughs loosely define a space
referred to as “The Holly Grove." The trellis
provides a restful transitional zone between
the landscape and the interior of the buildings.
Their simple shed forms of Douglas fir
derive their spatial subtlety through interac-
tion with each other and the landscape. Like
the trees encircling them, the buildings offer
an airy interior with dappled light. The com-
plex layering of the trellis, the heavy timber
frame, and the perforated planes of the
roofs mediate the natural light as the trees
do ahove them.
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THE CHILDREN'S SCHOOL
Conceived of as a "one room schoolhouse,”
this school's uninterrupted classroom
space allows the children to move freely and
visit different disciplines, The inner spaces
are linked by a diagonal view through the
overlapping spaces of the classrooms, and
divided by the structural lines of the beams
overhead and the variegated exterior wall
condition. The younger children occupy the
east-facing wing as they are only in school
in the morning; the older children occupy the
west wing to take advantage of afternoon
light. The entry area hosts quiet activities
that calm the child upon arrival, acting as a
space of mediation between the two wings.
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