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The Atlantic Center for the Arts offers artists residency programs
in a lush Florida jungle setting. The Center offers residencies to
writers, dancers, visual artists, composers, choreographers, and
actors. Past participants include Allen Ginsberg, Lukas Foss,
Robert Rauschenberg, Edward Albee, Alice Aycock, and other
nationally known artists.

Charles Rose was commissioned in 1992 to design the center’s
workshop spaces. The program includes a black-box theater,
painting and scupting studios, recording studios, a dance studio, a
library and various support spaces. The design includes six
buildings interwoven into an indigenous Florida jungle landscape,
linked by an elevated broadwalk, and made of wood, glass and
metal.

Construction of the project is now complete, and the center
celebrated its opening in February of 1997. The project completed
an intensive value engineering process, and Charles Rose worked
closely with the construction manager to refine building costs so
that the project came in below budget.

Credits
Project: Leeper Studio Complex, Atlantic Center for the Arts

Location: New Smyrna Beach, Florida

Architect: Charles Rose Architects

Principal in charge: Charles B. Rose with Maryann Thompson

Project team: Tim Downing, Michael Grant, Joe MacDonald, Francisco Thebaud,
Warren Van Wees, Michael Bureau, Frank Dill, Lisa Iwamoto, David Martin, Patrick
Maguire, Carrie Johnson

Construction manager: Epoch Properties

Structural engineer: Ocmulgee Associates Inc.

Civil engineer: Jerry K. Finley, P.E.
Mechanical and electrical engineer: M-Engineering
Geotechnical engineer: PSI-Jammal Associates
Acoustical engineer: Cambridge Acoustical
Client: Suzanne Fetscher and Ted Potter
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Legend: 1) Black box theater, 2)
Gallery/reception, 3) Dance studio, 4)
Dressing, 5) Sculpture studio, 6)
Outdoor work area. 7) Painting studio,
8) Audio room, 9) Music room, 10)
Library.
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pp. 114-115: Zinc-coated copper
roofs over the foliage, seen from the
south. Opposite below: Plot and floor
plan. Above: Nighttime view of the
sculpture studio and outdoor
workshop. Below: Section through
sculpture studio. Photos on pp. 114-
115 by Chuck Choi.
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Above left: Painting studio (left) and
sculpture studio (right). Below lefi:
Boardwalk at the entrance to the

theater creating a gathering space. . i"; b
Above right: Library exterior. Below TS
right: Sculpture studio with audio h

and music rooms in the background. Exploded axonometrics,/ 7 2 7 A N 1) 7 53
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Below: Dance studio interior.
Opposite left: Light is filtered through
louvers in the painting studio.
Opposite right: Interior of library.
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Music room and sculpture-studio elevation/ &%
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