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Gulf Ceast Museum of Art
PROJECT
. Florida Gulf Coast Arts Center | PiNELLAS COUNTY BOTANICAL GARDENS
CLEARWATER, FLORIDA

ARCHITECT
Thompson and Rose | CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS

The local climate and quality of light as well as the
local flora and fauna influenced the design of the
Florida Gulf Coast Arts Center—its simple volumes,
light-weight structures, and the admittance of an
abundance of natural light. Such is the work of
Thompson and Rose, a firm that strives to successfully
weave together architecture and the landscape.

The new 50,000-square-foot meter arts center spreads T
out on land between the 60-acre botanical gardens

and the Pinellas waterway. There, galleries house the

center’s permanent modern art collection. Studios

hold classes for instruction in painting, photography,
metalsmithing, sculpture, ceramics, printmaking, fiber

arts, woodworking, and glass blowing.
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In developing the design, Thompson and Rose

analyzed the specific site conditions—the movement

of the sun, the topography, the geological conditions,

the water and wind movement, the flora and fauna

and species. The goal was to create an architecture

that “sees” it sites, an architecture that stands in

relationship to its surroundings and heightens the

experience and effect of the natural environment. j
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For the arts center, the structures are simple volumes
of concrete block with light-weight steel joists
supporting membrane roofs. Metal clad light monitors
. punctuate the simple volumes and provide ambient
Y% & north light to the studios and galleries. Overhanging

awnings provide shade to the south, west, and east.
These components—sculpted roof lights and

| projecting sunshades—reveal the unique influence of

] the Florida sun to determine a building’s shape.
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A curved colonnade runs along the studio and shop
buildings and becomes an outdoor classroom. A path
for pedestrians, the colonnade is defined by a
lightweight steel structure.
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CAPTION PHOTO

No. 1 THE MUSEUM ACTS AS A BACKDROP TO THE SCULPTURE GARDEN.
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CAPTION

No. 2 AT DUSK, INTERIOR LIGHTS GLOW
THROUGH THE SUN AWNINGS.

No. 3 A COVERED WALKWAY LEADS TO THE
NEARBY BOTANICAL GARDENS.

No. 4 THE LIGHTWEIGHT STEEL STRUCTURE
RESPONDS TO THE FLORIDA CLIMATE.
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No. 5, 6 & 7 GALLERY SPACES ARE FLEXIBLE AND
ARE BOTH NATURALLY AND ARTIFICIALLY LIT.
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